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les photographies domestiquées d'amy stein

Une fillette et un ours se dévisagent de part et d’autre d'un grillage. Au premier coup d'ceil, I'ours
détonne terriblement dans cette cour proprette de banlieue. Bien quelle soit d'un bleu artificiel et
traitée aux produits chimiques, la piscine est pour l'ours un point d'eau (Watering Hole). Difficile
de dire qui est le véritable intrus ici.

La série intitulée Domesticated dAmy Stein, dans laquelle elle reconstitue des rencontres avec
des animaux ayant réellement eu lieu & Matamoras en Pennsylvanie, saisit a la perfection une
contradiction typique de notre monde industrialisé. Nous avons une vision romantique de la
nature, mais lorsque nous y vivons, nous faisons tout pour la tenir & distance. Les gens qui
pleurent en regardant Bambi traitent les cerfs et les lapins comme des «animaux nuisibles » dans
leurs propres jardins, comme on peut le voir dans la troublante photographie intitulée Cuttings.
L'étalement de nos banlieues aisées déplace les habitats naturels ; pourtant, nous estimons que
cette terre nous appartient. Nous avons recours aux clétures, un motif récurrent dans les images
de Stein, pour écarter la vraie nature.

Méme notre réle naturel de chasseur est déformé. Dans Backyard, un «chasseur» tire sur une
dinde de l'autre c6té d'un grillage, évoquant les réserves naturelles américaines ou les «sportifs »
peuvent tuer des oiseaux apprivoisés, élevés sur la ferme, pour s'amuser.

Il n'est pas étonnant que les animaux de la série Domesticated soient désorientés par tous les
changements survenus dans leur environnement. Dans Howl, un loup hurle & un lampadaire dans
un parking, comme s'il s'agissait de la lune. Dans Nursery, un cerf s'est aventuré dans une serre
commerciale, ayant confondu I'arrangement artificiel de végétaux non indigenes avec un pré.
Les photographies de Stein rendent admirablement compte de notre relation difficile avec la
nature et de I'arrogance qui nous fait croire que nous pouvons la controler.

LH _Traduit de 'anglais par Colette TOUGAS
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Couverture : Nursery (détail)

Née en 1970, Amy Stein vit a New York ou elle enseigne la photographie. Ses oeuvres,
qui explorent notre isolement croissant face a la communauté, la culture et I'environ-
nement, font notamment partie des collections du Philadelphia Museum of Art, du
Museum of Contemporary Photography of Chicago et du Nevada Museum of Art.
En 2006, elle fut récipiendaire du prix Saatchi Gallery/Guardian pour sa série
Domesticated. Considérée par le magazine American Photo comme I'un des quinze
principaux photographes émergents dans le monde en 2007, I'artiste a, la méme année,
remporté le Critical Mass Book Award. Publié a I'automne 2008, son premier livre,
Domesticated, a été primé lors du New York Photo Festival. Amy Stein est représentée
par la Robert Koch Gallery de San Francisco et la Pool Gallery de Berlin. Domesticated
constitue sa premiére exposition solo au Québec.

Amy Stein (b. 1970) lives in New York City, where she teaches photography. Her work,
which explores our evolving isolation from community, culture and the environment, is
featured in many private and public collections such as the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, the Museum of Contemporary Photography of Chicago and the Nevada Museum
of Art. In 2006, she was a winner of the Saatchi Gallery/Guardian Prize for her
Domesticated series. In 2007, the artist was named one of the top fifteen emerging
photographers in the world by American Photo magazine and she won the Critical Mass
Book Award. Her first book, Domesticated, was released in fall 2008 and won the best
book award at the 2008 New York Photo Festival. Amy Stein is represented by Robert
Koch Gallery in San Francisco and Pool Gallery in Berlin. Domesticated is her first solo
exhibition in Quebec.
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A girl and a bear warily eye each other through a backyard chain-link fence. At first glance, the bear seems terrifyingly out of place in this tidy suburban yard. But to the bear,
the girl’s artificially blue, chemically treated swimming pool is a Watering Hole. It's ambiguous who the real intruder is here.

Amy Stein's Domesticated series — which re-creates actual animal encounters in Matamoras, Pennsylvania — perfectly captures a contradiction of our industrialized world.
We romanticize nature, but when we live amongst it, we work tirelessly to keep it at bay. People who cry over Bambi treat deer and rabbits like “pests” in their own gardens,
as we see in the searing photo Cuttings.

Our exurban sprawl displaces natural habitats, yet we think of this land as ours. We use fences — a common motif in Stein’s photos — to keep real nature out.

Even our natural role as a hunter is contorted. In Backyard, a “hunter” shoots a turkey through a chain link fence, evoking American game farms where “sportsmen” can kill tame,
farm-raised birds for sport.

Unsurprisingly, the animals in Domesticated are confused by all the changes in their environment. In How/, a wolf howls at a parking lot street lamp as if it were the moon.

In Nursery, a deer wanders into a commercial greenhouse — mistaking its unnatural rows of non-native plants for a meadow.

Stein’s photographs perfectly capture our uneasy relationship with nature, and the hubris that makes us think we can control it. _LISA HUNTER




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


